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New threats to human life (cfr. John Paul II and 
Pope Francis) 
• The extraordinary increase and gravity of threats to the life of individuals and peoples, especially where life 

is weak and defenceless. In addition to the ancient scourges of poverty, hunger, endemic diseases, violence 
and war, new threats are emerging on an alarmingly vast scale [Evangelium vitae, n. 3]

• Another category of attacks, affecting life in its earliest and in its final stages, attacks which present new 
characteristics with respect to the past and which raise questions of extraordinary seriousness. It is not only 
that in generalized opinion these attacks tend no longer to be considered as "crimes"; paradoxically they 
assume the nature of "rights“ [EV, 11] (see abortion, euthanasia, eugenetics…)

• New technologies and AI: “To the point of the blurring boundaries that hitherto were considered clearly 
distinguishable: i.e. between inorganic and organic matter, between the real and the virtual, between stable 
identities and events in constant interconnection” (Pope Francis to PAV, 2020)

• «Conspiracy against life» (EV, n. 12)

• A notion of freedom which exalts the isolated individual in an absolute way, and gives no place to solidarity, 
to openness to others and service of them (EV, n. 19)

• Eclipse of the sense of God and of man, of life itself (cfr EV, n. 21)



But also, new signs of hope
(cfr. Encyclical letter Evangelium vitae, n. 27)

• […] a new sensitivity ever more opposed to war as an instrument for the 
resolution of conflicts between peoples, and increasingly oriented to 
finding effective but "non-violent" means to counter the armed aggressor. 

• In the same perspective there is evidence of a growing public opposition to 
the death penalty […].

• Another welcome sign is the growing attention being paid to the quality of 
life and to ecology […]

• The emergence and ever more widespread development of bioethics is 
promoting more reflection and dialogue-between believers and non-
believers, as well as between followers of different religions- on ethical 
problems, including fundamental issues pertaining to human life. 



General Questions and Challenges for the 
Church



Scrutinizing the signs of the times
1. Cultural and Theological Level
Giving attention to the promotion of a positive approach to the value and 
meaning of human life.
It encourages reflection on:

a) Human life that has come into being (life received as a gift)
b) The notion of “generating” (responsible transmission of life, joy of life, the value of 
“generating life,” an alliance between generations and hope for the future)
c) Care for one's own life and that of others.

The wonder of life! To love life!
• awareness of existing, of “being there”
• amazement of my life and of others, in itself (intrinsic, no price, no measured on 

utility)
• indignation for life threatened, suppressed, exploited, victim of the “culture of 

waste”



For the Theology and Pastoral Care (Pope 
Francis)
• The centrality of the “kerygma”, the good news of the Gospel of Jesus 

and of salvation.

• The importance of dialogue and a global vision. An effort to dialogue 
between science, technology, philosophy, theology, ethics, cultures.

• Inter- and transdisciplinarity, in the encounter between different 
knowledges, to reveal the realities and truth of man/woman and their 
actions in the world.



2. The experience of corporeity 

• Opposition to all forms of dualism and Gnosticism (cfr. Pope Francis)

Hence the focal point of our total presentation will be 
man himself, whole and entire, body and soul, heart and 
conscience, mind and will. [GS, n. 3]



Apostolic Exhortation Gaudete et exultate
(2018), n. 40
• Gnosticism is one of the most sinister ideologies because, while 

unduly exalting knowledge or a specific experience, it considers its 
own vision of reality to be perfect. […] it masks itself as a 
disembodied spirituality. For gnosticism “by its very nature seeks to 
domesticate the mystery” whether the mystery of God and his grace, 
or the mystery of others’ lives. 



Corporeity
• To retrieve and develop the meaning of human corporeity and the meaning / 

value of sexuality.

• All this calls for a multiple moral responsibility, that is, of the serene and correct 
relationship of each one with his or her body dimension, recognizing its potential 
and limits.

• This means responsibility in relationships with others and with the natural and 
social environment: with the body I communicate, see, feel, participate in natural 
events, experience growth and aging, live sexuality and love, face illness and 
death.

• Responsibility means caring for your body, preventing certain diseases and the 
consequences of abuse, such as alcohol, smoking and drugs.

• It means avoiding "punishing oneself" as occurs in forms of anorexia and bulimia.

• It means not using it for performance and success, not chasing the claim against 
all limits (sports doping, surrogacy, ...), not falling into "sale", like prostitution.



3. The interdependence of all living beings
• Interdependence which fits with the approach of “OneHealth”

• Our relationship with creation and care for our common home 

ENCYCLICAL LETTER “LAUDATO SI’” OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON 
HOME (24 May 2015)

ENCYCLICAL LETTER “FRATELLI TUTTI” OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS ON FRATERNITY AND SOCIAL 
FRIENDSHIP (3 October 2020)

“Take into account the nature of each being and of its mutual connection in an ordered system”. 
Accordingly, our human ability to transform reality must proceed in line with God’s original gift of all 
that is. [Laudato si’, n. 5]

For a real and lasting peace will only be possible “on the basis of a global ethic of solidarity and 
cooperation in the service of a future shaped by interdependence and shared responsibility in the 
whole human family” [Fratelli tutti, n. 127]



4. Emergent and convergent technologies
(NBIC)
The impact of emergent and convergent technologies (NBIC) and the 
role of Artificial Intelligence (related to life and health)

NBIC: Nanotechnologies (N) 

Biotechnologies (B) 

Information technologies (I)

Cognitive sciences (C)

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE: ethical challenges in ordinary life, in 
healthcare, in education, for security, ... (see Rome Call for AI Ethics, 
2020)



Humana Communitas, 12
Letter to the President of the Pontifical Academy for Life for the 25° anniversary of the 
establishment of the Academy (2019)

Another area calling for study is that of the new technologies described as 
“emergent” and “convergent.” […] There is a pressing need, then, to 
understand these epochal changes and new frontiers in order to determine 
how to place them at the service of the human person, while respecting 
and promoting the intrinsic dignity of all. This task is extremely demanding, 
given its complexity and the unpredictability of future developments; 
consequently, it requires even greater discernment than usual. We can 
define this discernment as “a sincere work of conscience, in its effort to 
know the possible good on the basis of which to engage responsibly in the 
correct exercise of practical reason”. This process of research and evaluation 
thus entails the workings of the moral conscience and, for the believer, is 
part of his or her relationship with the Lord Jesus, in the desire to put on 
the mind of Christ in our actions and choices (cf. Phil 2:5). 



5. Global Bioethics

The Perspective of Global Bioethics, which places the person at the center, 
and which is committed to the common good, to justice and solidarity, is 
attentive to vulnerability, and committed to the health of the whole person 
and all people.
- A critical voice to our globalized world, marked by neo-liberal ideology
- A more “prophetic voice”, promoting a new vision, new actions, building 

new “bridges” (see Potter): between present and future, between science 
and values, between nature and culture, between human beings and 
nature.

- Educating to the alliance between humanity and the environment [cf. 
Laudato si ']

- Integral ecology [cf. Laudato si']



6. Violence, war, and the exploitation of the body 
(cfr. “Fratelli tutti”)

• War, terrorist attacks, racial or religious persecution, and many other affronts to 
human dignity are judged differently, depending on how convenient it proves 
for certain, primarily economic, interests. What is true as long as it is convenient 
for someone in power stops being true once it becomes inconvenient. These 
situations of violence, sad to say, “have become so common as to constitute a 
real ‘third world war’ fought piecemeal” (n. 25)

• Building social friendship does not only call for rapprochement between groups 
who took different sides at some troubled period of history, but also for a 
renewed encounter with the most impoverished and vulnerable sectors of 
society. For peace “is not merely absence of war but a tireless commitment –
especially on the part of those of us charged with greater responsibility – to 
recognize, protect and concretely restore the dignity, so often overlooked or 
ignored, of our brothers and sisters, so that they can see themselves as the 
principal protagonists of the destiny of their nation (n. 233)



7. The perspective of transcendence and 
reference to God 
The need for spirituality and promotion of a holistic vision of the 
human person

• «We know, with the certainty of faith, the «ending» or finality of 
history: the victory of God, love, mercy and justice over sin and death. 
Thanks to the Holy pirit and the ministry of the Church, Jesus’ future 
is always actively present now in us, in history and in creation. Jesus’ 
future pulls our present to it as our fulfillment. Our present pushes
forward to the future of God in Jesus» (L. Tagle, 2022)

• The importance of interreligious dialogue and the contribution of 
religions to approach human life and to avoid reductionis
interpretation of it.



8. Health and salvation

The religious dimension of life, not reduced to health, but in need of 
salvation

• The liberation from every evil
• “The salvation which God offers us is the work of his mercy. No human 

efforts, however good they may be, can enable us to merit so great a gift. 
God, by his sheer grace, draws us to himself and makes us one with him. He 
sends his Spirit into our hearts to make us his children, transforming us and 
enabling us to respond to his love by our lives”. [Evangelii gaudium, n. 112]

• Life is not only to be in a god health; but it is love, meaning, accepting limits 
and failures, crossing suffering and death, to participate to the glory and joy 
of God.

• Luke 6,19: “and the people all tried to touch him, because power was coming 
from him and healing them all”



Special Issues



Special Issues

1. Public and private health, the role and goals of medicine, care for all. 
• Ethical principles of personal responsibility, justice and solidarity, attention to more vulnerable 

people and disabled people in healthcare. 
• Contribution of social teaching of Church and concrete experiences of Catholic healthcare facilities 

for better and universal care.

2. Vaccines, drugs, and justice in access to treatment (patents)

3. Abortion: promoting culture of “welcoming life”, protection of human life from the 
beginning, prevention of all causes of abortion, support services and activities to 
prevent abortion. Issue of the relationship between culture, ethics, law.

4. The end of life and medically assisted dying (assisted suicide and euthanasia):
culture and medical and social approach for accompanying life until the death. No 
euthanasia. No overtreatment. Yes to palliative care. 

5. Gender dysphoria: the issue of pastoral approach, particular for children, teenagers, 
and their parents, in the school and the question of psychological and medical care.
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